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THE following Papers will convey together a diſtin& 
Notion of the Proſecution, Trial, and Sentence of Mr. Phillips. 
Their Re- Publication is preferred to the Publication of any 
more regular Account, becauſe the Facts were notorious, 
and undiſputed at the Times thoſe Papers were written, and 
conſequently no Doubt can be entertained of their Authen- 


ticity, 


In this Place, it may be worthy of remark, that the Edi- 
tion of Paine's Book, for which Mr. Phillips was proſecuted, 
did not contain any of the libellous Paſſages for which 
Mr. Paine, the Author, had been proſecuted. It was ſup- 
poſed that every objectionable Paſſage had been exhibited 
in Mr. Paine's Indictment, conſequently, when thoſe Paſ- 
ſages, quoted as libellous in his Proſecution, were expunged, 
the Book was conſidered as free from any further cenſure.— 
However, for ſelling the Book, in this purified, State, even 
thirteen Days before the Conviction of the original Work, 
Mr. Phillips has been ſentenced to Eighteen Months Impri- 


ſonment. 


It is thought proper to refer the Reader to the following 
Dates, as neceſſary to correct all the Circumſtances in the 
Order of Narrative: The Book for which Mr. Phillips was 
proſecuted, was ſold at his Shop, by his Shopman, on the 
Sixth of December, 1792; Mr. Paine's Trial, as the Author, 


came on the Nineteenth of December following, when the 
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TO THE READER. 
Book was firſt legally declared a Libel ; Mr. Phillips was in- 
dicted for ſelling, on the Stxth of December, at the Quarter 
Seſſions, on the 18th of January; on the 12th of April, he 


| un lerwent his Trial, and, on the Morning of the 1gth, re- 


c:ived the Sentence of the Leiceſter Borough Court, 


JUDGES OF THE COURT, 
Edmund N igley, the Recorder. 


| Joſeph Burbage, the Mayor, Bruſh-Maker. 
Join Eames, Barber, Broker, and Dealer in Cheeſe, 
Henry Watchorn, formerly Holter, 


Foſeph Neale, Woolſorter. 


THE JURY. 


William Walker, Woolſorter. John Moore, ſen. Hoſier. 
Samuel Marklapd, Hoſier. 


William proudman, Hoſier. 
William TomiſmanSimpſon, Hofer, 
John Brewin, Tanner. James Valentine, Hoſier. 

Richard Stephens, Comber. John Philip Perry, Wine-Merchant, 
John Baſs Oliver, Gentleman. Edward Swan, Currier, 


William Dickens, Hofier, 


N. B. The Jury, as uſual, were ſolemnly SworN to give 
a Verdict according to the Evidence. 


Milliam Heyrick, the Clerk of the Court, employed the In- 


former. 


n Heyrict, Deputy Bailiff, William's Ts nominated 
he Jury.” - 


A Cobler, employed by W. Heyrick, was the Informer, and 


the only Evidence, 
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ORIGINAL PAPERS 
PUBLISHED AT DIFFERENT TIMES, 


IN THE LEICESTER HERALD, 


The following is Part of an Addreſs #9 the Public, inforted in 
December bef,re the Pr. ſccution wwas non, or the Inditments 
preferred, ond will of Courſe explain the nuvinffed Political Sen- 
timenis of Mr, PalLLIps, 
: SATURDAY, DeceamaaR 15, 17926 


£6 HE preſent Situation of political Aſhirs demands an 
explicit avowal of POLITICAL SENTIVIENTS; and 
although the ED tro of the Letcesrer Herald i3 convinced 
that the Sentiments of an Individual are of little Weight, yet 
as his Enemies, by various Virepreen ations, have given a 
Conſequence to his Station, as Conductor of a Newſpaper, he 
feels it to be his Duty to avow, in the m ſt unequivocal and 
folema Manner, his ATTACHMENT to the BRITISH 
CONSTITUTION, as ratifed and eftabliſhel at t Kevo- 
lution of 1633, —Convinced, at the ſame Time, that m-ny 
great and good Men have often lamented, an4 do continue to » 
lament, the Deviations which have been made, by the Lapſe 
of Time, from the original Purity of that Conſtitution, he 
candidily avows himſylf to be of their Opinion who think a 
Reronm in PaxLlaur Nr a Meaſure of abſolute Neceſſity, 
Abjuring all Sentiments hoſtile to the Form of our Cynſtitu- 
tion, he freely declares, that the Principles on which the 
LeicksrEx HenaLd will be conducted, mult ucceſſarily have 
a teudency 


1 FROM THE LEICESTER HERALD. 


a tendency to ſupport the Wiſe and Temperate, yet firm, Mea: 
ſures now purſuing to attain the great and expedient Object 
Sa Reform in the Kepreſentation of the People. If this Avowal 


of his Sentiments be obnoxious, he will cheerfully ſubmit to 


the Calumny of his Enemies. —lf in theſe Sentiments he 
errs, he will take Comfort from the Reflection, that the Error 
is not of the Heart, for what can it profit him? Nor of the 
Head, becauſe he finds himſelf ſupported in it by Men 


whoſe Political Abilities claim Admiration, while their Inde- 


pendence of Situation places them above all ſiniſter Views.” 


Jo this Declaration, the Editor has only to add, that, in 


the whole Conduct of the Paper, he is determined to abide * 


by the ſtricteſt Principles of MopꝶATIO and IMPARTIALITY. 
In collecting and arranging the Maſs of Facts, which to Poſte- 
rity will conſtitute Hiſtory, he hopes the Attainment of Truth 
and Accuracy will be his chief Object. If, upon the Reviſion 
of the paſt Labours of the Leiceſter Herald, his Adverlaries had 


Had any paſt Cauſe of Objection, he is perſuaded they would 


have brought it forward in an open Manner; but, as their Op- 
polition has been ſecret, unmanly and ſelji/h, he is content to ap- 
peal to that Tribunal, where only he has an Intereſt to pleaſe, 
| and to the Deciſions of which he will be at all Times ready 
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— | 
Or Friday the 18th of Fanuary, 1792, three Bills of Inditment 
avere found at the Borough S:fjims ; and Mr. Piu Lis was 
taken by a Warrant before the Fuſflices, and compelled tu give: 
Nail for his Appearance at the fallaauing Saſſiaus, 13 the Amount 
of Twer.ve HuxpreD Pou xp3.—1r the Herald of the ſuc- 
cecdiag Morning appeared the foll;aving conciſeStatements fe. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2792. 


N Addition to the numerous Proſecutions now pending, 
under the Direction of Government, the Printer of the 
Leiceſter Herald has been ſclected as the Object of Proſe- 


cution, in this County. 


At the Seſſions for this Borough held Yeſterday, Three 
Separate Bills ct Indictment were found againſt him for 
ſellins The Jockey Club, and two of the Publications of 
Paine. The firſt has not yet been found to be a Livel, 
and is at this Time upon Sale, in the Shop of every re- 
ſpectable Bookſcller in the three Kingdoms; of the two laſt 


he has not fold a Single Copy, ſince, nor tor ſome Time pre- 


vious to the late Verdict againſt Paine. 


By what Maxim is the Printer of the Leiceſter Herald to 
regulate his Conduct as a Bookſeller? Who is to determine, 


for him, whether this or that Publication is, or is not, a Libel ? 


Retail Bookſellers look for reſponſibility to Authors, and 
their immediate Publiſhers, and if theſe are not proſecuted, as 
in the prelent Inſtince, and the Proſecution made public, 
how is any Bookſeller to carry on his Trade? Surely indi- 
vidual Bookſellers, — few of whom are Book-Readers, are 
nut to be mate the Literary Arbiters of the Opinions of 
Mankind. Such a ſuppolit ion is abſurd; and no Man can 
ſuppoſe, with the ſmalleſt Shadow of Equity, that a Retailer 
is culpable, till the Principal is found Guilty, How far 
therefore, on Principles of Common Juſtice and Common 


Sen le, 
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Senſe, is the Printer of the Leiceſter Herald accountable, in 
his Capacity as a Bookſeller, for felling Publications, which 
no Man in the Country at the Time he fold them, had a 
right to pronounce Libels ? 


Here let it be clearly underſtood, that every Publication 
of Paine's was to be had upon Application at the Shop of 
every Bookſeller in this County, at the Time they were ſold 
by the Printer of this Paper. Why then is he to be the Subject 
of a Proſecution, while the equal Offence of all his Brethren 


is overlooked ?_ 


The Printer of the Leiceſter Herald feels Comfort in the 
Reflection, that his Cauſe is the Cauſe of all independent 
Bookſellers; and on general Principles, the Cauſe of Liberty, 
and of the deareſt Kight of Engliſhmen, the Ligexty of the 
PRESs.— With this Idea he takes Leave of the Public for 
this Time, and reſts his Caſe upon the Cindour and Im- 
partiality of his Fellow-Townimen; whoſe generous Patron- 
age of all his Undertakings, he is proud to declare, have 
far exceeded his Merit and ExpeQations; and upon whole 
Equity, when they fit as Judges in his Cauſe, he has perlect 
Reliance, | 


The 
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The Week preceding his Trial, Mr. Phillips laid before the Public 


4 full Statement of the Circumſtances under which he had been 
proſecuted, and this Paper alone is ſufficient to exonerate him from 
every Charge of Criminality, by exhibiting every Fat Coxr- 
RECTLY, and IMPARTIALLY. The Arguments are invVit- 
cible, the Language convincing and diſpoſſionate, 

— 


SATURDAY, Ara 6, 1793. 


OWEVER painful it may be to the Editor of this Paper 

to obtrude the Caſe of an Individual upon his Readers, 

he hopes the Peculiarity of his preſent Situation, as an Object 

of Proſecution, in a Cauſe not altogether undeſerving of 

public Attention, will exculpate him from the Imputation 
of Vanity or Preſumption in this Addreſs, 


In January laſt, the Editor laid before his Readers a brief 
Statement of the Particulars relative to his Caſe ; his only 
Object, at that Time, being to obviate the Miſrepreſenta- 
tions of intereſted or malevolent Perſons, and to ſatisfy his 
Friends, that his Error could ariſe from no Turpitude of 
Deſign, but that in the Sale of Paine's and other political 
Publications, he had proceeded altogether in the uſual Courſe 
of Buſineſs, ſimilar, in all Reſpets, to the Practice of every 
other Bookſeller in Leiceſter, and every other Bookfeller 
throughout the Kingdom, 


It is by no Means the Intention of Mr. Phillips to dictate 
an Opinion on this Subject to the Public, ſtill leſs by this 
Addreſs to intereſt the Feelings, or prejudge the Sentence 
of a Court of Juſtice :—Such an Attempt, he is well aware, 
would defeat its own Object. | 


As a peaceable Member of the Community, and a Tradeſ- 
man, he has an unqueſtionable Claim to lay before the Pub- 


ie a full and impartial State of his Caſe; he is not deſtitute 
B | ol 
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of Friends, who have long honoured him with their Patron- 
age, and whoſe favourable Opinion he highly values ; and he 
feels, in common with other Men, the meſt anxious Concern 
for ReeuTaT1ON, without which, Life would be but a Nui- 
ſance to its Holder. This Reputation he cannot but endea- 
vour to vindicate with his Friends and the numerous Readers 
ol the Leiceſter Herald. 


It is a Fact not controverted, but admitted, that the Editor 
ol this Paper, in his Capacity of Bookſeller, ſold in the Courſe 
of the laſt Year, Paine's, as well as moſt other political Pub- 
lications. While theſe Works were univerſally current with 
the Trade, and might be procured in the uſual Way, from 
the Wholeſale Bookſellers and Publiſhers in London, Mr. 
Phillips had no Reaſon to ſuppoſe that any Degree of Crimi- 
nality could attach to the Conduct of an inſignificant Retailer 
in a Country Town; eſpecially as he was ſanctioned by the 
Practice of every other Bookſeller in Leiceſter. 


No Circumſtances, particular in their Nature, attended his 


going through this Department of his Buſineſs, —he ſold the 
Publications of all Parties, indifferently ;—Burke's Reflec- 
tions were vended as an Antidote to Paine's Rights of Man— 
and the Anſwer to the Jockey Club might, at any Time, be 
purchaſed with the Jockey Club itſelf. The Scheme of a 
Pamphlet-Room, for literary and political Publications, where 
every new Work might be had upon Application, united Per- 
tons of all Parties in their Patronage ; and Mr. Phillips feels 
a ſenlible Pleaſure in declaring, that his Plan has been gene- 
rally ſanctioned by the Nobility and Gentry of Leiceſterſhire, 
and the adjoining Counties. This Circumſtance is mentioned, 
in this Place, becauſe it bas been urged by ſome, that Mr. 
Phillips fold more of Paine's Works than the other Bookſellers 
in Leiceſter ; and his Shop has, on that Account, been mil- 
reprelented as the Fountain-Head of Seditious Politics ; this 

| ſcandalous 
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ſcandalous Aſperſion is elfectually done away, by ſtating, that 
he fold Burke's Pamphlets in a ſimilar Proportton ; as it has been, 
and ever will be, his honeſt Ambition to carry on his Buſineſs 
with Energy and Spirit. No Inference of Criminality, there- 
fore, can be deduced from the Circumſtance of Mr. Phillips 
ſelling a larger Number of Paine's Works than the other Book- 
ſellers in Leiceſter, as he ſold them at the accusromtD 
Prrcss, and conformably to the Practice ol the Reſt of the 


Trade. 


A Proſecution inſtituted againſt a Rr CounTry Book- 
SELLER, for ſelling Pamphlets of obnoxtous political Ten— 
dency, .BEING A CASE ABSOLUTELY UNPRECEDENTED IN THE 
AxxaLls or ExGlisH JurrseruUDENCE, Mr. Phillips felt no 
perſonal Alarm from the violent Collilion of Parties in the 
political Polemics of the Day : till the Author and Publiſher 
of the Books, in Queſtion, were publicly convicted in a Court 
of Juſtice, he concluded himſelf to be wholly out of Danger. 
He admits, it is out of his Power to determine what Publica- 
tions are, or are not libellous; tor of the vaſt Number ot Books 
that paſs through his Hands, in the Courſe of his Buſineſs, he 
ſeldom peruſes more than their Title Pages, How can an 
illiterate Bookſeller be ſuppoſed qualified todecide on Points, 
in which the moſt ſagacious and learned Lawyers are known 
to differ? It was not for Mr, Phillips to arrogate to himſelf (at 
any preciſe Point of Time) the Prerogative of declaring what 
Sort of Books the Inhabitants of Leiceſterſhire ought or ought not 
to read ; he therefore had no Rule of Conduct to proceed by, 
unleſs the manileſt Conviction of the original Publither ; and, 
in this Opinion, he is, and has been, very generally ſanctioned 
by theOpinions of tie great Body of hisFriends and Cuſtomers, 
to the Superiority of whoſe Judgment he is glad, on this and 
every other Occaſion, to give the Homage of reſpectful De- 
fercnce. 
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It will be objected, that political Pamphlets, of ſeditious 
Tendency, were prohibited by the Royal Proclamation ; this, 
however, could not legally, or in Conſcience, operate on the 
Conduct of Mr. Phillips, as the Proclamation neither ſpecified 


the Names of the Authors, nor the obnoxious Tenets con- 


tained in ſuch Publications; belides, the political Pamphlets, 
current at the Time, were uncommonly numerous, and 
Paine's Works then, and a long Time after, were publiſhed, 
and on Sale, with all the Bookſellers in Town and Country, 
His Majeſty's Proclamation could, therefore, in no Shape 


apply to the Caſe of Mr. Phillips, as from not ſpecifying the 


particular Works reputed to be of dangerous Tendency, and 
not putting a Stop to the Wholeſale Circulation in the Metro- 
polis, a Trade was left open to him, which he could not rea- 
ſonably avoid, and a Proſecution on this Ground muſt xr cn5- 


SARILY AND ABSOLUTELY operate as an EX POST FACTO LAV 


than which, nothing is more obnoxious to the Feelings of 
Engliſhmen. 


Not Conſcious of the Violation of any known Law, he con- 
tinued his Sale, without apprehenſion of Danger, till a few 


Days before Paine's Trial came on; and then, on the cautious 


Intimation of a Friend, he abſolutely diſcontinued the Sale, 
every Copy being (intentionally removed out of his Shop — 
and notwithſtanding earneſt and repeated Solicitations to the 


_ contrary, he tenacioully. perſevered in his Reſolution not to 


ſell any more. He politively aſſerts, and defies any one to 
prove the contrary, that alter the Iſſue of Paine's Trial on the 
18th of December was Matter of Notoriety, not a ſingle Copy 
was vended at his Shop ! | 


It appears, however, that an Information had been laid 


_ againſt Mr. Phillips, at leaſt TwELVE Days before the Trial 
. of Paine, on the 6th of December preceding; and, in Conſe- 


quence, three Indictments were prepared in London, and 
| | preſented, 
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preſented, and found by the Grand Jury at the Borough 


- Seſſions on the 18th of January enſuing. Bail was given in 


at the Time, on the ſeveral Indictments, and Mr. Phillips muſt 
plead to them at the Seſſions on Friday next, the 12th Inſtant 
when the final Iſſue of the Buſineſs is expected. 


Having thus ſtated, in full, the Particulars of his Caſey 
fuch as may enable every candid Perſon to decide on the Pro- 
priety of Mr. Phillips's Conduct, he makes no ſcruple to look 
forward to that favourable deciſion in the Public Mind, which 
he cannot but think he has Reaſon to expet. He wiſhes to 
reſt his Cauſe finally with the Humanity of the Court, and he 
hopes the Sentence itfelf will ſpeak in Extenuation of his 
Error; Mr. Phillips, however, feels a ſtronger Tie upon his 
Conduct than the Sentence of any Court of Juſtice, he means 
the GR AT TaTBUNAL or THe PuBLic. Before this Tribunal, 
he wiſhes to ſtand or fall, and if not acquitted here, he deſires 
no Mitigation of criminal Penalties. | 


As a Tradeſman, Mr. Phillips has, on every Occaſion, (as 
it is no harm to endeavour well) ambitiouſly courted the Cha- 
rater of a Man of Buſineſs ; this Character is to him of higher 
Value than any other honours the World has to beſtow. Since 
Mr. Phillips firſt ſolicited the Patronage of the {nhabitants of 
Leiceſterſhire in this Capacity, he has uniformly experienced 
ſuch a Flow of Public Favour as calls for his warmeſt Expret- 
ſions of Gratitude ; and to the Service of this Public, as far 
as his ſmall Ability extends, he declares himſelf entirely de- 
voted. In the Conduct of the Leiceſter Herald, it has been 
his fervent Wiſh to ſupport the Cauſe of Truth and Con- 
ſtitutional Liberty, and to ſteer clearly between the Animoſities 
of contending Parties. If he has not ſucceeded to his Wiſh, 
his want of Succeſs perhaps may rather be aſcribed to the 


ſingular Complexion of the Times, than to any wilful Devia- 
tion 
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tion from Rectitude of Principle. The Leiceſter Herald has 
| been, and is, conducted on the EN NE PINS ILE s of the 
Balrisu CONSTITUTION, as eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, 
and holding out, as eſſential to its very Exiſtence, a Govern- 
ment by K1Nc, Loxps and Commons, To avoid the endleſs 
Conflicts of Party, the Editor ſeldom indulges in Speculations, 
or political Opinions ; a Part of his Paper is, however, open 


o the literary Communications of all Parties; and, in his 


Selection of News, his Object is to narrate plain, unadorned 
Facts, leaving out Comments of every Kind whatever. 


Whatever may be the Iſſue of the pending Proſecution, 
Afr. Phillips relies on the Continuance of the kind and exten- 
ive Patronage he has hitherto been honoured with, and which 
it has been his earneſt ſolicitude to Endeavour to deſerve ; at 
this Time he takes Leave of his Friends with every Acknow- 
ledgment of Gratitude for their paſt Services, and he truſts 
_ this Friendſhip will not abate in an Hour of Difficulty aud 
Davger, 4 | 
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TRIAL OF THE PRINTER OF THIS PAPER. 


Farvar EVvr NIN, ArRIL 12, Eleven o'Clock, 


HE Printer of this Paper has juſt Time to inform his 
Readers, that he has this Day undergone his Trial for 
the Three Indictments laid azainſt him at the laſt Seffions 
for the Borough of Leiceſter, —Of the Fust I=p1cTxENT, for 
ſelling Paine's Rights of Man, Part Second, on the ſimple 
Evidence of SELLING on the Sixth of December, he was found 
Guilty; but recommended to the Mercy and Candour of the 
Court.—Of the Szcoxp Ixpictwexr, tor felling the Jockey 
Club, Part Second and Third, he was, in a very ſpecial 
Verdict, found Guilty of ſelling Part Second; and for the Third 
Part, he was acquitted, Upon the Tum IxDicTMENT, for 
the Letter to the Addreſſers, he was acquitted on a Deſect in 
the Evidence, 


To-morrow (Saturday) Morning, at Ten o'Clock, Judg- 
ment is to be paſſed, and A ffidavits on the Part of the De- 
fendant, in Extenuation, are to be preſented to the Court. 


The Whole of the Trial laſted about Twelve Hours, with 
a very crowded Audience, Ihe Speeches of the Council, 
and every Particular of the Proceedings, ſhall be fully ſtated 
in the Paper ut next Weck. 


For the Particulars of his Caſe, not one Tittle of which 
was diſproved in the Courle of the Trial, the Editor re- 
ſpectfully, and with much Deference, refers his Friends and 
the Public to the Herald of laſt Week. 


No Challenges were admitted to the Jury. 


Counſel for the Proſecution, For the Defendant, 


Mr. PERCIVAL, 
Mr. VAUGHAN, Mr. DAYREL., 


- 
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Lrrcesrrn-Gaor, April 20, 1793- 


HEN the Editor of this Paper, in the Herald of laſt 
Week, gave his Readers a Sketch of the Particulars of 


his Trial, he little expected to date his next Addreſs to the 


Public from the ſolitary Dungeon of a Priſon ! He could never 


 fuppoſe, that, for ſimply vending an individual Copy of the 


ſecond Part of the Rights of Man, at leaſt twelve Days before 
the Iſſue of Paine's Trial was known, and vending it too at 
a Time when it was univerſally current with every other 
Perſon in the Trade, he ſhould be ſeleted as the oxLY 
RETAIL BooksELLER IN rt Kixcpom judged worthy of 
Conſignment to the Horrors of Impriſonment! Confidering 
the recent Acquittals at Derby and Warwick, in Caſes per- 


fectly ſimilar, how could he, or any of his Friends, enter- 


tain the Idea of a Sentence being paſſed on him, of EicuTrEN 
Moxrus IurgisoxMuENT F? Yet ſuch, in Fact, was the Sen- 
tence pronounced upon him by Mr. Wigley, the Recorder, 


and the Juſtices of this Borough, on Saturday Moruing laſt, 


Let Men of Candour and Impartiality calmly weigh the 
Merits of his Cale, and cou ARE HIS CRIME with us PuNtsn- 
MENT ; and Mr. Phillips cannot but indulge a ſolacing Hope, 
that the Tear of Sympathy will be let fall by every one 
not deſtitute of the common Feelings of Humanity !—Mr. 
Phillips is not afraid to come forward on this Occaſion, and 


aſſert, that no Inſtance of a ſimilar Nature exiſts upon Record. — 


Even the original Printers and Publiſhers of theſe obnoxicus 


Pamphlets have had a milder Sentence paſſed upon them, — 


NEVER, Never, was it known before, in the voluminous. 
Annals of Engliſh Caſes and Precedents, that the ſlighteſt Im- 


priſonment, or pecuniary Mulct, of any Kind, has been 
adjudged to, or impoſed upon, a retail Country Bookſeller, 


tor profeſſionally going through a common Department of his 
| | Buſineſs, 
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Buſineſs, with no Circumſtances that diſtinguiſhed his Practice 
from that of another Bookſeller. A Caſe ſo unprecedented, 
Mr. Phillips humbly hopes, vill attract the Notice, and fix 
the Attention, of every honeſt, humane, and unbiafſed 
Eugliſhman. 5 


The only Evidence called upon to prove the Facts contained 
in the three Indictments was James Jackſon, a Journeyman 
Shoemaker, who ſtated, that he was employed to purchaſe 
theſe Books, on Account of the Proſecution, by the particular 
Direction of William Heyrick, the Town- Clerk. He 
acknowledged, that he purchaſed the Books of Mr. Phillips's 
Shopman—readily admitting, at the ſame Time, that he be- 
lieved they might be had at any of the other Bookſellers Shops; 
but his Orders were to apply for them at Mr. Phillips's.— 

This is, in Fact, the Subſtance of the Evidence on which the 
Foreman of the Jury pronounced GuiLTy, with a Recom- 
mendation to the Candour and Mercy of the Court. On 
Account of Prejudices, ariſing from Party Politics, in local 
Juriſdictions, it was recommended to Mr. Phillips, by his 
Counſel, and indeed his Friends in general, to take Advan- 
tage of that moſt ixesTIMABLE Pr1vilEGE (ſacred to Engliſh- 
men) OF CHALLENGING His JuRy.—This Right was claimed 
and aſſerted, on the Part of Mr. Phillips, but peremptorily 
objected to, by the Counſel for the Proſecution ; and, after 
much Altercation, it was at Length ordered, by the Court, 
that the Jury ſhould be accepted, and ſworn in, in the ſame 
Order as they were at firſt nominated, 


In the Courſe: of the learned and intereſting Pleadings, in 
this Cauſe, little Streſs was laid upon what is called Tye new 
Law os L1stLs, as laid down in Mr. Fox's celebrated AR, 
and through which Two ravourasLe VErpicts were given, 
in the Courſe of. laſt Week: Mr. Phillips's Counſel did not 
inſiſt upon the Doctrines contained in this New Law, in the 

C i Manoer 


| 
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Manner which was expected, and deſired, by many diſin- 
tereſted Perſons in the Court; and, indeed, till a Verdict 
was given upon the Second Indictment, Mr. Fox's Law was 
but ſlightly referred to, and was at laſt brought forward by 
Mr. Phillips himſelf, The Words ſo pregnant with Impor- 
tance, and to which Mr. Phillips reſpectfully begs Leave to 


direct the Public Attention, are as follow: 


© That, on every ſuch Trial; the Jury ſworn to try the 
« jſſue, may give a general Verdict of Guilty or Not 
« Guilty, upon the Whole Matter put in iſſue upon ſach 


7 Indictment or Information, and ſhall not be required or 


« directed by the Court or Judge, before whom ſuch Indict- 
« ment or Information ſhall be tried, to find the Defendant 
« or Defendants Guilty, merely on the Proof of the Publi- 


cation, by ſuch Defendant or Defendants, of the Paper 


«© charged to be a Libel, and of the Senſe aſcribed to the 
© ſame in ſuch Indictment or Information,” 


Mr. Phillips thinks it unneceſſaty to comment upon 
Words ſo CLEARLY IN poiNT and so EMPHAT:CAL, he thinks 


they ſpeak ſufficiently clear for themſelves; 


Mr. Phillips, in thus addreſſing his Readers, on the Sub- 
ject of his preſent Continement, truſts, that if the Rigour of 
the Sentence, pronounced upon him, will admit of no Miti- 
gation hereafter, that the Conſciouſneſs of the Purity of his 
Intentions, ſanRioned by the kind Condolence of his Friends, 
and the Candid of all Parties and Deſcriptions, will ſo far 
operate upon his Feelings, as to mitigate the Horrors which 
muſt otherwiſe be unavoidably endured by one not unam- 
bitious of the Character of an active, uſeful, and induſtrious 


Citizen; who is keenly ſenſible to the tender Ties of Friend- 


ſhip, and every ſocial Affection of Human Nature; but who 
is at preſent unfortunately diſſevered from whatever he holds 
dear, by the Circumſtance of his unexpected Confinement. 


: 
4 
: 
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LEICESTER GAOL, 
SaTURDAY, ArniL 27th, 1793. 


= Editor would feel himfelf wanting in a becoming 

Senſe of Gratitude, were he not to notice with Expreſ- 
fions unable to convey the Energy of his Sentiments, the 
GENEROUS, the HUMANE, the particular ATTENTIONS of 
his Friends, in his preſent Confinement. The numerous 
Letters of Condolence he has received, from ſome of the moſt 
exalted Characters, of all Parties, in the Kingdom, he owns, 
with Pleaſure, are an additional Source of Conſolation. 
While he thus pays the Tribute of Acknowledgment for ſuch 
unſolicited Favours, he cautions his Friends to avoid ſhew- 
ing any Sort of intemperate Zeal in his Behalf, He feels a 
Mind conſcious of its own Integrity; happy in the Satisſac- 
tions reſulting from this, he recommends a SRI of 


 MooeraT1ON, in Expectation that the Award of the Public 


Voice will eventually exculpate him from the cenſorious 
Calumniations of the Intereſted or Malicious. 


As the following Affidavits contain, in Subſtance, a State- 
ment of the Editor's Caſe, he thinks it neceſſary to inſert 
them, once more, in the Leiceſter Herald; and he only begs 
Leave to ſuperadd a Circumſtance, which cannot fail to have 
its juſt Weight with every candid and impartial Perſon, 
that he never read more than the Firſt Half Dozen Pages of 
the © RicuTs or Max,“ nor more than the Title Page of 
the Jockey Club! The Facts alledged in theſe Affidavits he 
challenges any one fairly to controvert and as a Report 
has been circulated, by ſome malignant Traducers, that 
he gave away many Copies of theſe Works, he hereby offers 
a Reward of Firry Guineas, to any Perſon whatever, who 
will verify ſuch Gift of either of theſe Publications, in one 


ſingle Inftance. 
C2. AFFIDAVITS 
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The following Afidevits were ſolemnly made in Court, on $ aturdny 
Morning, April 13, before Sentence was paſſed : every Part of 
them remains uncontroverted, and they will paſs down to Poſterity 
as unanſwwerable Documents of the nnparallelet Hardſhips of Mr. 
Phill:ps's Caſe, 


LEICESTER BOROUGH COURT. 


RICHARD PHILLIPS's AFFIDAVIT. 


ICHARD PHILLIPS of · Leiceſter, in the County of 


Leiceſter, Buokſeller, maketh Oaty and sar1Tu—He 

is totally ignorant that the Books, for which he is now in- 
dicted, were fold to the Informant, James Jackſon, and he 
is equally unacquainted with the Time that the ſaid Jackſon 

_ purchaſed them: and this Deponent further ſaith, that, 
Paine's Rights of Man Part Second, and alſo the Jockey Club, 
were advertiſed in the Three Leiceſter Papers, and that two 


of the other Bookſellers ſold them; and he, this Depo- 


nent, verily believes they were ſold without Scruple, by all 
the other Bookſellers in Leiceſter, —And this Deponent 
further faith, that he was entirely unacquainted with the 
'Tendency and Contents of the ſeveral Books for which he 
ſands indicted, and had he underſtood that the ſaid Books 
were of a libellous or ſeditious Nature, he would have dif- 
continued the Sale. 


And this Deponent further ſaith, that, as ſoon as he un- 
derſtood the Books were libellous, which was about the Mid- 
dle of December, he diſcontinued the Sale, removed the 
Books from his Shop, and expreſsly ordered all his Servants 
not to ſell any more, and he, this Deponent, believes none 
were ſold after that Time, 


And this Deponent further ſaith that, after the Verdict 
given againſt Paine, various Applications were made for 
| | theſe 
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theſe Books, which were refuſed, and among others, — 
Jackſon, Brother to the Informant, James Jackſon, applied 
for a Copy of the Rights of Man, and finding this Deponent 
had entirely diſcontinued the Sale, he uſed various En- 
treaties to induce this Deponent to part with a Single Copy, 
but could not ſucceed, 


5 
g ? And that he, this Deponent, never gave away a Single 
; Copy, at any Time, of any of the Books of which he 1s in- 
dicted; that he, this Deponent, never priuted any of them, 
nor is he, in any reſpect whatever, connected, either di- 
rely or indirectly, with the Authors or Publiſhers, or with 
any Party or Faction in this, or any other Country, 


in the uſual Courſe of his Buſineſs; and as he is ignorant 
that any Proſecution has, at any Time, been commenced 
againſt any Bookſeller in ſimilar Circumſtances, he never 
ſuppoſed himſelf culpable, or in any reſpe&t reſponſible, 
till the Conviction of the Author and Publiſher was Matter 
of Public Notoriety, and while he could procuce them in 
the uſual routine of Buſineſs, from his Wholeſale Bookſeller 
in London, 


And that he, this Deponent, ſold the Books in Queſtion 


. 4 
a 2 — 
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4 That he, this Deponent, previous to the Publication of 
, % Paine's Works, fold, in the Cuſtom of his Buſineſs, a great 
Number of Burke's Books, (he believes more than any other 
Bookſeller in the Country) and he fold all other Works 
connected with the ſubſequent Controverſy, of which Paine's 
Works were called for by his Cuſtomers, as Anſwers to Burke. 


_—_—_— . 
* +. A ” 
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That he, this Deponent, alſo ſold the Anſwer to the 
Jockey Club, and has conſtantly expoſed it at his Shop; he 
has alſo ſold the various Publications recommended by Mr. 
Reeves's Aſſociation, —and that this Deponent has juſt en- 


tercd 
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tered into Buſineſs, and having ſmall Property, not more 


than ſufficient to carry on his ſaid Buſineſs, a heavy Puniſh- 
ment would totally ruin him; that the Buſineſs of this 
Deponent requires his conſtant perſonal Attendance, and 
 Impriſonment, even for the ſhorteſt Time, will prove of the 
greateſt Injury to him; and he hopes the Recommendation 
of the Jury will induce the Court to inflict the ſlighteſt 
Puniſhment poſſible. | 


HENRY POPPLEWELL's AFFIDAVIT. 


ENRY POPPLEWELL, of Leiceſter, in the County 


of Leiceſter, maketh Oath, and ſaith, that he lives 


with the Defendant, Richard Phillips, in the Capacity of 2 
Shopman, and has lived in that Station ſince the Month of 
peptember laſt ; That he is well acquainted with the Retail 
| Buſineſs of the Defendant, and that his ſaid Maſter has in 
the Courſe of his Buſineſs endeavoured at all Times to ac- 
commodate his Cuſtomers, by keeping an Aſſortment of new 
Publications for the Convenience of Gentlemen of all Parties 
who frequented his Shop. 


That none of Paine's Works were given away to any Per- 
fon whatever to the beſt of this Deponent's Knowledge and 
Belief, but they were always fold at the full Price, and 
applied for by Cuſtomers, who, he believes, would have 
procured them at ſome one of the other Bookſellers, if 
they had not met with ſuch Copies as they wanted at the 
Shop of his ſaid Maſter, which would have been very vre- 
judicial to his ſaid Maſter in his Trade, 


The ſaid Deponent well remembers, that, about the Mid- 
dle of December, he received particular Orders from his 


ſaid Maſter not to ſell any more of Paine's Works, and all 
| the 
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the Copies were removed out of the Shop. Since this Time 
he recolle&s many Applications were made for Paine's Works, 
which were refuſed by him, and alſo by his ſaid Maſter. 


That Paine's Works, and other Pamphlets, came from 
London with the Books in the cuſtomary Parcels, and were 
ſold in the uſual way of Buſineſs, and he believes none 
have been ſold ſince the Middle of December. The Anſwer 
to the Jockey Club, Proteſt againſt Paine, Burke's Reflections, 
Dr. Vincent's Sermons, Hey on Happineſs and Rights, and 
other Books of a ſimilar Tendency, he knows are always 
kept for Sale, and fold to his Maſter's Cuſtomers, 


FINIS. 
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